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Urban megalopolises problems: comparative analysis of

Moscow and NYC.

The invasion of immigrants to megalopolises has been in the spotlight for quite some time, and it must be said that it still remains there being a cause for much public concern. One of the main reasons for this subject ranking as topical is the fact that the flow of immigrants hasn’t dried up and doesn’t seem to be anything close to that. Immigrants are flooding megalopolises in great numbers, which are increasing year after year, bringing about practically the same problems, namely: high prices on real estate property, mounting building sites, everyday gridlock on motorways, paralyzed or overcrowded system of public transportation, usually growing crime rate, overcrowded educational institutions and inability of the health care system to deal with the growing number of potential patents. Apart from the above mentioned difficulties one might as well mention other socio-economic problems tied up with the mounting unemployment rate, intolerance, xenophobia, escalating tensions that inevitably result in more crimes, especially homicide. Obviously, Moscow and New York are no exceptions.

In terms of population density both New York and Moscow keep firm leadership in The USA and Russia respectively. According to the US Census Bureau data, the population of New York for the year of 2000 was 8,008,278, while the population estimate for the year of 2003 was 8,085,742. As of July 1, 2006, the population of the City of New York was 8,250,567, an increase of more than 242,289 persons or 3.0 percent since April 2000. If we take the trouble to compare the figures with those of Chicago or, for instance, Los Angeles, we are most likely to come across lower figures.

Chicago, Illinois: Population, 2003 - 2,869,121;

 Population, 2000 - 2,896,016;

Los Angeles: Population,  2003 - 3,819,951    
 Population, 2000 - 694,820

In other words, with reference to the “Current population of New York” (2006), it can be stated that “Staten Island continues to outpace the four other boroughs of the city, with a growth rate of 7.9 percent, placing it among the fastest growing counties in New York State.  Manhattan increased by 4.9 percent, the Bronx by 2.9 percent, Brooklyn by 2.3 percent and Queens had an estimated increase of 1.6 percent”
. The rapid growth of the New York population can be attributed purely and simply to the on-going intrusion of immigrants. Immigration has had an indirect effect on the city's population growth by way of immigrant fertility, with foreign-born mothers accounting for over one-half of all births in the city. Overall, immigrants and their U.S.-born offspring account for approximately 55 percent of the city's population
. Needless to say, the race composition of the city’s population has reshaped over the recent years. While white nonhispanics were still the largest group in 2000, they comprised just 35 percent of the population, down from 63 percent in 1970. Among those under the age of 18, Hispanics were the largest group (34 percent), followed by black nonhispanics (29 percent), Asian nonhispanics (10 percent), and those of multiracial nonhispanic backgrounds (3 percent).
 These figures can be truly called a harbinger of the overall race/Hispanic composition of the city in the coming decades.

As for Moscow, the Russian capital falls under the description of the most densely populated in the country accounting for the population of 10.425.054 people at the beginning of 2006. When compared to 9.067.8 (in 1992), 9.085.5(in 1995), 9.932.9 (in 2000), the above mentioned figure certainly gives the idea of the speed of the population growth, which cannot be underestimated
. With the population of 10.442.7 people in 2007, Moscow’s demographic picture is characterized by the overall decrease in the natural loss in comparison with the respective period last year. However, the marginal decrease can be attributed to the substantial migratory increase, which is observed by the sociologists and analysts in all the administrative districts of the capital. For instance, in 2005 the southwestern administrative division accounted for the migratory increase of 9571 people and the natural increase of – 2279, which means that the natural increase was out of the question; whereas the northwestern administrative division accounted for the migratory increase of 7268 and the natural increase of – 3322
. According to the 2002-All-Russia population census, The Azerbaijanians, Armenians, Georgians, Vietnamese, Chinese, Koreans, Kazakhs, Kirgiz,  Moldavians, Tadzhiks, Uzbeks, Byelorussians and Ukrainians, or rather the representatives of these nationalities have the most tangible presence in the City of Moscow and the Moscow region; most of them migrated long ago before the collapse of The Soviet Union, some arrived with the recent wave of immigration in search of jobs and settled down bringing with them their families and relatives one by one in compliance with the principle of family reunification. The truly Russian population is continuing to decrease in Moscow. If in 1989 89% of the Muscovites belonged to the Russian nationality, today they account only for 84-85%.  It is generally agreed that the decline is to go even further due to high rate of immigrant fertility, and in 10-20 years the Armenians, Georgians and Azerbaijanians will have considerably increased in number in Moscow
. 

Judging by the latest figures concerning New York and Moscow and taking into account the tempo of the population growth, analysts continue making predictions for the future, trying to work out the plausible consequences in the coming decades. While they muse about the ways the situation might pan out, New York and Moscow are inside the vicious circle of problems caused by the overabundance of immigrants and the excessive population density. Just to name a few, they are: social (transportation, accommodation, high prices on real estate property), religious (violence springing from xenophobia and intolerance), political, etc. Hence, it is prerequisite that we take a closer look at the current problems before turning to the prospects for the future in both cities. Due to the obvious inability to cover all the problems brought about by immigrants we will focus on the chosen ones and have an in-depth analysis based on facts and figures. The plausible solutions to the problems also lie in the sphere of our interests, thus, we are going to turn to the latest projects and initiatives brought up in both New York and Moscow. 

First and foremost, it is the transportation problem that seems to be a pain in the neck for the cities in question, being a perennial issue. The car, the subway and the bus remain the main means of transportation for the city dwellers of Moscow and New York and the commuters as well. Judging by the conducted polls and the heated discussions on numerous forums, the majority of residents prefer traveling by car, which leads to the everyday morning and evening gridlock on the major routes, which the state officials can hardly redress. Lately the traffic problem has turned into a real traffic crisis with the escalating number of cars and the roads that can no longer cope with the traffic congestions. The central parts of the two megalopolises end up being paralyzed and are reminiscent of the slow-motion movies or virtual standstill.  The deteriorating ecology goes hand in glove with the traffic tensions. 

The fact is New York still has some of the dirtiest air in the country, gridlocked streets, overcrowded buses and subways, and a million more people on the way and these challenges aren't going away. The same goes for Moscow with the rotten ecology and the madness of the 

rush-hour. As for New York, the city’s daytime population changes due to commuting: +563,060 (+7.0%), most of whom are immigrants. Mayor Michael Bloomberg has proposed that New York City adopt a system of "congestion pricing.", which means that drivers would have to pay a charge to come into Manhattan's Central Business District during weekday rush-hours. The mayor says these charges will reduce traffic congestion and help pay for transit repairs. There would be a three year pilot project to see how the program works. The poll that is under way shows that the majority of New York dwellers and commuters are for the new project, however there are those who strongly oppose the initiative, which indicates that the project in question is a matter of touch-and-go (all the diagrams and polls can be found in the Appendix of this paper). The traffic jams on Moscow roads and Moscow-bound highways are regarded as a daily torture Moscow dwellers and commuters have to take. Radio stations and Internet resources are bristling with information about the changes in traffic congestion, which is updated nearly every 30 minutes. A trip from one Moscow district to another, which used to take up to 20-30 minutes, today takes up to 1-2 hours, while commuters tend to spend up to 2,5-3 hours in traffic jams. Moreover, the situation in Moscow is aggravated by residents from other regions that are obliged to take everyday trips in order to earn their living. The establishment of the system of paid parking lots and toll highways, the widening of major highways and the segregation of special public transport lines – these are the measures that the government intends to take in the near future to ease the road fever. Yet, there is no saying whether these measures will be enough to improve the city’s traffic circulation. 

As to the surface public transport, in Moscow despite the fact that the system of surface public transport is well developed, successful transportation is hampered by high-density traffic on the major routes and the sheer preference of surface public transport to other means of transport, which can be concluded on the grounds of a recent poll on the official site of Moscow transport information portal (Appendix 1). The average annual passenger turnover for Moscow is 4.2 billion people, which stands for 50% of overall public transpiration in Moscow
. The bus service in New York continues to lag behind the bus ridership. In 2006 the bus service was used by 2.4 million daily - 741 million annually. .According to the bus news release of 2004, “overall —for 184 local bus routes in the five boroughs — weekday ridership increased 20% between 1997 and 2003, but weekday service only 13%”
. Average weekday bus ridership rose by nearly 400,000 daily, from two million in September 1997 to 2.4 million in September 2003 — up 20%. For the same period, service rose from 10.4 million “revenue seat miles” to 11.8 million — only 13%. Bus ridership had steadily increased between 1996 and 2003, skyrocketing after the start of free transfers between subways and buses in July 1997. But after the May 2003 fare increase, bus ridership started to decrease and is now running about 4.8% below 2003 on average each month. In other words, bus ridership is soaring, but service leaves much to be desired. Since 1996, bus ridership has outpaced service gains at a rate of two to one, which results in elbow-in-the-ribs crowding and irregular service. If we have a look at the annual bus ridership for the year of 2004, we will see that New York bus system is involved in public transportation more than other North American Bus systems
.

1. New York City Transit - 740 million
                        2. Los Angeles MTA - 367 million
                        3.  Chicago - CTA  - 294 million

The subway system seems to be within a whisker of its crisis as well both in New York and Moscow. In New York in 2006, average weekday subway ridership was 4.9 million, the highest daily number since 1953. Yearly ridership was 1.5 billion, the highest number since 1952. Whereas Moscow subway system statistics discloses the figure of 3200,6 million passengers as an annual index.   

NYC Transit's Rank Among the World's Subway Systems 2006 

	Annual Subway Ridership

	1.
	Tokyo
	2.863 billion

	2.
	Moscow
	2.603 billion

	3.
	New York City
	1.499 billion

	4.
	Seoul
	1.466 billion

	5.
	Mexico City
	1.441 billion

	6.
	Paris
	1.373 billion

	7.
	London
	971 million

	8.
	Osaka
	880 million

	9.
	Hong Kong
	867 million

	10.
	St. Petersburg
	810 million


The exasperation with the Subway system in New York has gone so far that the tired commuters went as far as to launch a new site dedicated to the creativity of subway riders and entitled “The Subway chronicles”, where everyone interested can come across brilliant passages from riders’ diaries, their poems and other literary opuses that give a perfect insight into the current situation of the world “under the ground”
. The initiatives that are proposed as the first steps to modification of the system are enumerated on the site dedicated to the planning of New York strategies
, there are several initiatives proposed, namely: expansion of the bus service, facilitating of the access to subway and bus stops, expansion of ferry service and promotion of cycling and so on and so forth. Effective as they seem, the measures do not guarantee a better future and overnight improvement of city’s service mobility, given the numerous hurdles that lie on their way.  With regard to Moscow, the city government plans the construction of more subway stations on the existing lines, which can hardly discharge the major lines or make life in the central parts any easier. 

Another problem that came on the surface courtesy of the abovementioned immigrants is related to the phenomenon of skyrocketing prices on real estate property and housing facilities in New York and Moscow alongside with the expansion of building sites around the city area. Housing facilities presuppose the expansion of infrastructure since it has experienced certain difficulties due to a great number of inhabitants in various districts where population surpasses the average population index. In New York as the government looks ahead to 2030, the main challenge is to house nearly another 700,000 people between 2010 and 2030
. According to the Furman Center, the number of apartments affordable to low- and moderate-income New Yorkers shrank by 205,000 units between 2002 and 2005. In a recent poll, more than 64% of people cited housing costs as a major factor in moving out of the city. Low vacancy rates and increasing demand have plagued the city’s housing market, pro​viding upward pressure on housing prices. And despite the fact that housing production in 2005 and 2006 represented the highest two-year total for residential building permits since 1965, they still face a significant gap between the supply of housing and our population. As potential building sites have become scarcer across the city, the land price com​ponent of housing costs has risen. And the supply continues to dwindle, helping to drive land prices to new levels. In a recent poll, more than 64% of people cited housing costs as a major factor in moving out of the city
. 

 As for Moscow housing fever, the prices are soaring and no slump is expected because the demand for new housing units and accommodation is soaring as well due to the flow of immigrants and people migrating to Moscow from other parts of our country for business reasons or in order to study and work. The slow development of the majority of Russian regions and big money stakes and opportunities in Moscow allure people and act as a magnet. For example, the prices over the period of 200-2002 have considerably mounted; the facts of the statistics speak for themselves
. 

	Город
	Средние удельные цены предложения жилья, $/ кв. м

	
	Декабрь 2000
	Декабрь 2001
	Июнь 2002
	Декабрь 2002

	Москва
	720
	940
	977
	1096

	Петербург
	370
	490
	558
	641

	Мособласть
	352
	471
	515
	602


Needless to say, current prices could be called less than affordable for an average city dweller, which leads to the concentration of housing units in the hands of immigrants who are in possession of money, which is a case in point in Moscow with the concentration of housing units in the hands of the former residents of the Caucuses and other ethnic minorities with strong Diaspora. 

 It is no news that crime rate is soaring in places of concentration of immigrants, especially the newcomers and their children, who prefer either an easier way of obtaining financial basis or have to get involved in the criminal world to make both ends meet because of the harsh conditions and low salaries. The New York Forum provides us with certain corroboration, especially if we cast a glance at the titles of heated discussions
.  The podcasts posted by longtime residents of New York are almost unanimous in their attitude towards crime rate and immigration and the way they are interconnected, “The immigrants are hard working people and are exploited for cheap labor while minding their business for the most part. However the main concern lies in the future. Before this wave of immigrants in the 1970's/ early 1980's the 5 boroughs seemed to be emptying out, the whites wanted no part of what NY was becoming. There was much less traffic back then and crime was in your face. Now in some ways thing have improved, but what about the future. 
You are right that F.O.B. immigrants do not commit crimes like native born poor but what about the immigrant children born here? Are they going to do the jobs that there fathers did for the same wages. Who is going to do those jobs in the future? The children that become isolated from their parents culture and are immersed in the American thug culture. That 2nd generation of immigrants is the generation that brings the power crime wave. The cheap labor may help drive the economy now but in thirty years the children of the hundreds of thousands central Americans washing dishing for dirt cheap are not going to want to do those jobs anymore”. However, the crime rate has marginally decreased, at least according to the official statistics of the New York government site. Still, the stability is illusory, as many analysts concede
. Another strong confirmation of the hypothesis that mostly immigrants of Hispanic origin and Blacks commit crimes and commit them more often than other permanent residents is given on the same site in the entry of “The most wanted” criminals of every hue and “bank robberies”
. It is purely and simply enough to look through the pictures of the law violators to realize that the hypothesis has the point. 

With reference to Moscow, it must be said that the situation doesn’t differ that much. The majority of crimes is committed by immigrants in Moscow, especially the central administrative division is concerned.  It is there that 16% of all crimes are committed by local residents, 30% - by the residents of other Moscow administrative divisions, and 53% - are attributed to immigrants
. However, if we consult the map of Moscow that shows the distribution of Moscow residents in terms of their nationalities, we will definitely see that the central division is bristling with people of Georgian, Armenian and Azerbaijani nationalities, who might as well be referred to as permanent residents now. All in all, the crime rate is going up slowly but surely. In 2005 according to the information of Moscow’s public prosecutors’ office 218 000 crimes were committed, which is 6,1% more than in 2004. The number of homicides has went up by 7, 8% in 2005 in comparison to 2004. The danger of fraud and swindling is increasing monthly in the city centre
.  
In conclusion it can be said that New York and Moscow face the same problems in the 21st century and the same dangers await the megalopolises in the future. However, the measures that are initiated by governments in The USA and Russia respectively differ in terms of their elaboration and efficiency. While in Moscow the plans might be stamped as vague, in New York the policies that are to be enforced are widely discussed and opinion polls are being conducted on a number of recently launched sites to familiarize the citizens with the innovations and learn their opinion.  New York plans are detailed and in-depth, whereas in Moscow there is much talking and no actions, which is obvious from the very start. We must do justice to the Americans by saying that the initiative of the government is tangible and obvious, and the reports and programs are replete with facts, calculations and precise measures up to the year of 2030. In comparison with them we seem idle and dawdling. The statistics on New York is available on the governmental site and supplies with the information that is more than enough, while the lack of accurate information is certainly lamented by such researchers as I am. It is necessary to enunciate the fact that Americans are way more active on the sites with polls and opinion forums, expressing their ideas, while our polls are not that successful, although our activity in various types of debates and discussions can be described as high. It is essential that discussing the problems caused by immigrants it is difficult to make a stop due to the amount of data and the enticing possibility of comparison of the two megalopolises in terns of hot issues, which can be truly called universal issues, nevertheless, we are limited to the three above mentioned for time and space reasons.  
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